Mycobacterial research at the N.H. Swellengrebel Laboratory of Tropical Hygiene.
The N.H. Swellengrebel Laboratory of Tropical Hygiene has as its central research theme the analysis of genes and antigens of agents of tropical diseases. This is in practice the development of simple and reliable methods for the early detection of tropical diseases ultimately in the interest of the control of these diseases. In the fields of leprosy and tuberculosis, monoclonal antibodies against specific epitopes were prepared allowing a quick and reliable identification, specific antibodies were detected in patients' sera, and with methods from the molecular genetics very small amounts of mycobacterial DNA could be detected in clinical specimens. The achievements of modern biotechnology offer novel approaches to the study of old and hard to solve clinical and epidemiological problems.